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Special Education Intern and Student Teacher
Lesson Reflection Form


Student’s Name:__Will McTarsney____     RSP  SDC  Inclusion    Grade:_6-8___
Lesson Objective:__ Ancient Sumerians and how they are both different and similar to ancient Egyptians.____Date:_10/14/2019____________
Site Supervisor:__Mr. Caroll____ULV Supervisor:_____Mary Collins________


				
Review:						
What did you and your students do during this lesson?
1) I prepared my room with a different environmental modification- a circular configuration which allows each student to view each other, staff and TAs. This configuration was made as a result of three important aspects. First, I wished to have all students engaged. Second, several activities require sharing colored pencils and other materials (e.g., embedded intervention to promote social interaction, compromising and team playing). Third, the configuration allows for the TAs and teacher to more readily access each student and intervene if necessary to any unwanted behavior. 

I then sat up my station with a laptop and projector; along with placing lesson materials on my desk close by for easy access. I then wrote the objectives on the board and wrote a checklist summary of the key elements of the lesson so that I can keep track of the lesson flow. 

2) Once it became time for the students to arrive- I took the advice of Mary Collin and talked to each student as they came in to respect the school space along with providing an incentive to sit down and be ready by adding 3 extra minutes on the laptop during their laptop time. This seemed to work as each student came into the room much more prepared. Next, I went over their updated behavior levels, social norm rules and explained that they did an excellent job for various/highlighted reasons. 

3) During the lesson- the students participated effectively by writing down what they already know about ancient Egyptians on post-its notes. Next, each post-it note was used to facilitate a column of key ideas and concepts for the ancient Egyptians- we discussed and reviewed throughout the entire phase. Next, the class had an opportunity to view a YouTube video for the next ancient civilization (ancient Sumerians)- the student participation was very positive. Once the students worked on their guided practice (identifying and coloring a map)- the design for the desks worked very well. Finally, the closure of the lesson ended with an identification of various artifacts on a handout. Throughout the lesson- the students were largely involved with some exceptions to unwanted behaviors (e.g., getting up, talking out of turn).


What changes did you make that deviated from the lesson plan?
I tried to stay true to the lesson plan design. The only modification made that was not emphasized in the lesson plan was the environmental modifications (e.g., chairs arranged and laptop assigned with a chair for the teacher). The other modifications were cutting the time shorter on the YouTube and extending the time in the INTO components as I saw how the students were very engaged. I wanted to nurture and encourage discussion of what interested them first and foremost.

The other key aspect was the incorporation of the aides within the environment. Once the aides were out with the students- the students stayed more on task and behaviors were better.


[bookmark: _GoBack]What did the students learn?  What is your evidence that the students learned the objective?		

The students learned about ancient Sumerian civilization (e.g., geography, art, religion, warfare, politics and social classes). The students also learned how to share their markers and take turns. Then a part from the lesson, the students learned how to treat the classroom environment with dignity and respect (to leave behind bad behaviors at the door), and how they are encouraged to continue to do better.
						



Reaction:
What do you feel went well during the lesson?  What caused you concern?
How do you feel your students reacted to the lesson?  What cause them to feel this way?	

1)  I felt that the lesson was much more successful overall in terms of its impact on the students. There were more opportunities for a round-about array of discussions. Students were engaged and though there were bad behaviors- the fact that the aides walked around the room to be present with the children provided stronger support.

2) The concerns that I experienced were Antonio’s behavior and the ability for the students to absorb so much new information.

3) I felt this way because Antonio is known to act up dramatically in the classroom which is a pattern. I felt that the lesson, though set for 2 period days, is needed to be extended to 3 days because key terms such as religion and geography have to be understood first/reviewed. I felt this way because when I scanned and gauged my student’s involvement I saw some blank stares from my students.

4) I think some of my students were overwhelmed by the amount of new information all at once. For example, when I worked on the artifacts worksheet- they were presented with an inconsistent area of study for the content. 

				
Rethink:
What would you do differently next time?
What have you learned from this lesson and observation?
What can you use from this lesson in your portfolio?


1) I need to work on keeping my lessons simple. I am so used to working with adults and with one day/four hour lessons. It is a habit. I need to take it slower and review with the students more often.


2) I learned that the round-table environmental modification with the tables was very effective and so much more worth doing in future lessons. I also learned that once the aides are out and about- that the student’s behaviors get better and they can process the information more effectively. Finally, I learned the importance of routines/consistency with special education students.

3) I would use the environmental modification (round-table) and emphasis with utilizing the support elements that I have available to me (e.g., aides and going over the social norms).
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