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What did you and your students do during this lesson?
1) Prior to the lesson, I arranged the classroom to incorporate a circle formation. I have found that this formation has had the best impact on my students, and enables quick access to address student questioning or behaviors. Once students arrived, I had them line up and greet them before they walked into the room and take a seat.


2)Intro: I started the day by reviewing the class rules, and reminded them that they have been doing very good in the class and to see if that they can identify what social norm that they have been performing. Only several students were in the room when this occurred- however, the responses were positive and it seemed to get through to them.

I engaged into a prior-knowledge game going over decimals (using addition, subtraction and multiplication) by using a Jeopardy game. Right at the start, it was clear, to me, that the students were more rumbustious and it took multiple times to grab their attention and to get back on track with the game. It seemed to only work slightly for several students to engage in the game. I noticed that some students did not want to do the game- and stayed at their desk as opposed to fully participating. Dan., one of the students, was trying to solve a problem- and D.And. Would blurt out the answer and/or call him 'stupid.' I had to constantly build Dan. back up with positive remarks and try and tell D.And. to let Dan. solve the problem on his own. 

The two aides that were in there and primarily used to monitor behavior and provide me with assistance. While one helped assist me with hiding the decimal questions with a card for the game, the other was in the back. The aide in the back was told to walk around the room and provide assistance prior to this class. True, they could have been used more effectively. It is safe to note that I send texts to my aides with instructions, I speak with them before and during the class on what to do and I consistently give them something to do. Sometimes my aides follow instructions, while many other times they do not follow instructions. When I can, I redirect them but my efforts seem to be moot as the aides are so accustomed to the 'norm' that occurs at Altus.
By this point in time, the class was deviating off task and I knew that it was needed to shift into the next portion of the lesson.


3) Through: For the through component, I molded how to solve a decimal with a whole number on the white board but the students were already misbehaving and their attention were elsewhere. I had a repeat of what happened with Dan. and D.Andr. when I tried to model the process. 

When it came to guided practice, I used quizizz app and separated the class. It appeared that the students were much more engaged in the class once they competed on the devices. My aides were assigned to each group. By this time, I received more than the normal 'two' aides which was both useful and interesting as this is uncommon. 

(5 students per team is a large number, I would normally never place those many students in one team- I was not prepared to receive an additional student during my lesson by administration (e.g., I received a new student during class with no advanced notice). The ratio of devices to students caused the large group number. The devices used come from my resources and not from the school as the school does not supply technology into my classroom. It is also worth to note that in 2 weeks time that I gained 4 new students in my classroom which has spread my resources very thin in all capacities (e.g., aides and behavior intervention)).

4) End of through/start of beyond: By the end of through component- I tried to introduce another website as a means to reflect on what they know- however, it was misunderstood that this was a quiz. What happened was the internet was having issues and quizizz did not load properly. I elected to use a site offline for the rest of the lesson. By this time the period was at an end.
What changes did you make that deviated from the lesson plan?
1) The first change was cutting short the prior-knowledge and modeling component because the students were not listening and not on task.

2) Through component: I deviated from the quizizz website as the internet had poor connections. I also had to adapt somehow to a brand new student coming into the class during my lesson- there was not even a desk for the student and so what I did was have him sit in my desk. One of my aides did the right thing and talk to him to see if he can migrate into the lesson. However, while another aide which was assisting a group during quizizz was answering the problems too quickly (even as the students were trying to figure it out on scratch piece of paper). I had to tell the aide to allow them to work out the problem.

What did the students learn?  What is your evidence that the students learned the objective?



1) The students learned how to divide decimals with whole numbers

2) The students demonstrated learning through the quizizz game- they collaborated together to solve the problems. The quizizz showed a graphical measurement of their problem solving accuracy.

Reaction:
What do you feel went well during the lesson?  What caused you concern?

How do you feel your students reacted to the lesson?  What cause them to feel this way?
1) I felt what went well was the collaboration during the quizizz game.

2) I was sick coming into this lesson. I should have re-scheduled and I did not gauge how my sickeness would affect the performance of this class. I further should have started this lesson with a whole group assignment as opposed to a prior-knowledge game. 


3) I felt that some of my students were interested in the lesson while others had no interest. I had to invest more of my time in re-directing students back into their seats than running the lesson.

4) Quite possibly the reason why the students were not on task had to do with them being bored from the length of time used for prior-knowledge, and by the time the new concept came into being- they were already not involved. I underestimated the complexity of dividing decimals with whole numbers- and it is a concept which requires  whole group involvement in  which differentiated instructions needed to be applied. For example Deandr. understood how to divide-decimals very quickly, and he became a distraction to others as he blurted out the answers and walked around the room (or in one case sat on the floor with another student! While his teacher had to repetitively tell them to re-seat).
Rethink:
What would you do differently next time?
First thing that I would do is to print and hand out the lesson plan to the aides and make it very explicit to them what I needed them to do and with whom. Second, I would re-due the prior-knowledge component as a whole group lesson in which there is a handout at their desks with pencils (I want to stress here that at Altus they are not very keen on providing resources though that there is a supply request form that I can sometimes use but not all of the time I would get what I request... many resources such as pencils are bought by me and my staff. The students massacre the pencils once they get them... such as removing parts of it or throwing them away or putting them into something- like inside of a pumpkin. So many times there are no pencils to grab and there is so much going on that I cannot take track of pencils. I could try here and stress the importance of keeping their pencils intake and grab them from them before they exit.)


What have you learned from this lesson and observation?
1) I learned that using games for prior-knowledge is not necessarily the right route to take- I would need to use whole group with differentiated instructions before trying out games.

2) Though I felt that this lesson was unsuccessful- it was successful in that I was capable to transition the students through to the end and some learning of the topic did occur. The difficulties that was seen in this lesson (anywhere from aides not receptive to my instructions to students not listening) is very common at Altus and I am happy that Mary Collins got to see a difficult engagement so that she can provide further recommendations.

What can you use from this lesson in your portfolio?
1) I would take away the use of quizizz and as well as strategies going forward to work better with aides and the use of whole groups with differentiated instruction.
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