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Special Education Intern and Student Teacher
Lesson Reflection Form


Student’s Name:__Will McTarsney__________     RSP  SDC  Inclusion  Grade_6-9_
Lesson Objective:_ SWBAT complete a handout combining graphics with text about ancient Greek with 85% accuracy in 2/3 trials.  Date_12/09/2019____________
Site Supervisor:_Mr. Carroll__ULV Supervisor:__Mary Collins__


				
Review:						
What did you and your students do during this lesson?

Planning/pre-start/Prior-knowledge: I first prepared the room prior to my student’s arriving in the classroom with the intent that they will be utilizing devices for accessing a quizizz website. I noted that the internet was not working (and has not been working well for quite some time in the area)… the night before, I was able to access another website where it contained a wheel device as a “just in case.”

Execution of the lesson/Through: The first thing that I did was provide the students with a print out of the social norms and to write down at least one example (this provided me with additional time to check the internet). The internet continued to be down- and so, I went with “plan B” and used the wheel decider website aligned to the same types of questions the students would have received with the quizizz website (prior knowledge of Mesopotamia and Egyptian).

Guided and independent practice: Once the students finished, I explained briefly that we will be exploring the area of our next civilization “Greece” by providing them a map for them to label.

Throughout the entire lesson- The students were just not responding in the fashion that I envisioned. They had a hard time engaging, a hard time focusing.


What changes did you make that deviated from the lesson plan?
1) Prior knowledge: I included a social norms graphic organizer because I anticipated that 1) students may not participate and 2) to help organize and provide structure as I went over the norms. I had to remove quizizz from the lesson plan entirely and use “plan B” and use a wheel to give point values to questions.

2) I did not get to show students a video clip of Greece/hook because they were not focused and were deviating away from the lesson so much so that I lost track of what I was doing and had to invest my efforts in managing their behaviors- even during the map labeling, the students were throwing crayons and their papers. 


What did the students learn?  What is your evidence that the students learned the objective?			

The students learned how to label key areas of Ancient Greece map/frontloaded vocabulary of geographic areas. The evidence was in their mapping marked on their graphic organizer.


Reaction:
What do you feel went well during the lesson?  What caused you concern?
How do you feel your students reacted to the lesson?  What cause them to feel this way?	

1) The lesson felt disastrous from the very beginning- not necessarily from the internet going down but from the student’s behavior being so off that I could not remain on track with the lesson. I believe that plan B for the internet helped- and some students were engaged- but it was still difficult. Secondly, the map for ancient Greece (even though I have presented maps before in this fashion on Adobe Photoshop) may have been difficult to see from the back of the room as students were having problems (but what was so interesting is that the graphic organizer contained an answer sheet of the locations for the map). Perhaps what happened here was that the student’s behaviors were so high that they were not focused at all on the intructions.

2)  What caused me concerns was a lot of things. 1) the internet down 2) the behaviors from too many students 3) The quality of the map 4) the execution of the lesson.

3) I feel that my students did not want to do the lesson more so than usual simply due to the fact that they coming close xmas break…. (and I can confirm that they have been like this since before Thanksgiving break…)


Rethink:
What would you do differently next time?
1) I would use raffle tickets with the wheel and with the mapping of the area and provide an award at the end of the day.

2) Perhaps instead of a map, the students are provided with 3 locations from ancient Greece and we label them together on the white board/projector- then have a discussion.


What have you learned from this lesson and observation?
As this is my last observation from this population- I have seen a decline in attention span throughout my time there. I feel that I cannot execute the same lessons as I did before due 1) too many new students 2) little/dwindling support from staff 3) I need to continue to improve in simplifying the content of my lessons- and continue to use many reward systems to keep them motivated. I have tried quizizz before- and the students love the application. It was disheartening to not being able to access quizizz.

What can you use from this lesson in your portfolio?
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would take the failures from this lesson and learn from them – so that the next time I try, I incorporate as many auxiliary plans as possible and use raffle tickets as reinforcements.

**This was a VERY challenging teaching assignment.
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