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Special Education Intern and Student Teacher
Lesson Reflection Form


Student’s Name: Will McTarsney				RSP  SDC  Inclusion  Grade 4
Lesson Objective: SWBAT complete a handout on comparing equivalent and non-equivalent fractions (e.g., numerator/denominator and whole number with numerator/denominator combinations) with 85% accuracy in a single trial.
Date: 2/18/2020
Site Supervisor: Mrs. Colleen 
ULV Supervisor: Mary Collins 
	
Review

What did you and your students do during this lesson?
I taught the students how to compare equivalent and non-equivalent fractions with a variety of teaching tools- such as medium tech (overhead projector) and low tech items (laminated cards with printed graphic organizer sheets pertaining to fractions). Furthermore, I molded the lesson and provided students ample opportunities for discussion throughout. The students sat down in front of me and listened, engaged and discussed.

Planning/pre-start/Prior-knowledge:
1) I developed several handouts and inserted them into laminated sheets the day before lesson. Then, I prepared the room with the necessary medium tech equipment- and placed all tools that I wanted to use (e.g., laminated sheets and markers) on the teacher table. I further included sticky-notes with the student’s names on them and assigned them into pairs.

2) Prior-knowledge started out with a brief discussion on the components of a fraction. Then, I assigned a graphic organizer/laminated sheet to each of the pair of students and allowed them to complete the sheet. I had a backup plan if in the event a pair/student finished (which was the case for 1 student in which he did not have a partner… he finished quick, and so, I provided him another version of the graphic organizer). Once the students completed the graphic organizer, I went through the graphic organizer to show that they have it (or not and why). The the case for the student who finished quick- I allowed him to also help me explain to his peers why he came to the solution that he did (which through that engagement it was found that he mixed the numerator and denominators… I showed the class the error and how to correct it).

Execution of the lesson/Through:
1) The lesson’s primary objective was to help students understand that some fractions are equivalent to others while other fractions are not- furthermore, to provide the students with an additional tool in order to determine the equivalency. 

2) Therefore, the lesson was executed by showcasing fraction strips. I explained the concept of a whole and then the parts of the whole. I then explained (by marking on the laminated fraction strip graphic organizer) what a fraction looks like when it is equivalent and when it is not. The students mirrored my approach by marking on the fraction strips and we discussed (this was successful as a check for understanding). 

Guided and independent practice: 
Guided practice allowed the students to attempt to piece together fractions using a graphic organizer and the independent practice was 1 handout with pie pieces asking for an equal or a non-equal sign (this was front loaded during the THROUGH component) However, time ran out before the students finished the guided practice and the independent practice was sent to them as homework.


What changes did you make that deviated from the lesson plan?
The only changed occurred in the approach to the student’s understanding of fraction foundations. An example was when I used the words “numerator” and “denominator” I can tell that the students did not fully understand these concepts—and as well as they did not know how to divide.  Because of these facts, I extended my approach in the prior-knowledge and provided additional instruction on the foundations of fractions and dividing.

What did the students learn?  What is your evidence that the students learned the objective?
The students learned that some fractions are equivalent while other fractions are not equivalent. I know they learned these concepts through their check for understanding/visual representations on the laminated graphic organizers and through verbal communication.

Reaction

What do you feel went well during the lesson?  What caused you concern?
1)  Student behavior: Most of the students were fully engaged and did not deviate off task. However, one student was off task and even had his head down… I continuously prompted him by calling out his name and provided positive reinforcement with praise when he completed a question or problem. 

2) The concern I had was in the independent practice: because the students showed that they did not know how to divide and did not fully grasp the labeling of fractions… this made me think that their next lesson should be a remedial lesson in those elements.

How do you feel your students reacted to the lesson?  What cause them to feel this way?	
The students reacted positively and were engaged.

I believe why this caused them to be this was?:
1) The rapport that I established with them 
2) They were assigned to pairs that I knew would work well together/cause the least amount of behavior problems 
3) I provided them with positive praise and allowed them to feel that their contributions to the lesson was valuable (made it student-centered).

Rethink
What would you do differently next time?
I would have more prior-knowledge opportunities in the foundations of fractions and practice in dividing.

What have you learned from this lesson and observation?
I learned that I cannot assume that the basic foundations of a concept are mastered by all/some and I would need to establish a survey of some kind before I create a lesson in order to target the appropriate basal for a lesson plan.

What can you use from this lesson in your portfolio?
- Graphic organizers (laminated sheets)
- Worksheets for independent practice
- Additional insight on how to gauge prior-knowledge branch-off-points.
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